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Working Group
Audiology & Intellectual Disability

Melissa Cravo

14th EFAS Congress – 22/05/2019

Lisbon, Portugal

Members - Update

• Melina Willems (melina.willems@arteveldehs.be) - Belgium

• Eva Andersson – Sweden

• Siobhan Brennan - UK

• Melissa Cravo - Portugal

• Madalina Georgescu - Romania

• Katrin Neumann – Germany

• Karolin Schaefer - Germany

Intellectual Disability - Definition

• Intellectual disability (intellectual developmental disorder) is a 
disorder with onset during the developmental period that includes
both intellectual and adaptive functioning deficits in the
conceptual, social, and practical domains (DSM-5 ®, 2013)

WG Work developed:

1. Literature research & Definition of ID

2. Questionnaire gathering information on screening and assessing 

ear, hearing, vestibular problems in people with ID in EFAS member 

countries: data presented at the 13th EFAS Congress 

WG Work developed:

3. Guidelines: 

• Frequency of Hearing screening

• Presented at the 13th EFAS Congress - revised

Next steps

• Publication of Screening frequency and methodology

• Assessment methods guidelines – in process
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WG Members - Work in progress

• Projects by WG members:
o Feasibility of different hearing screening and assessment 

methods(KN/KS)

o Easy Language (KS)

o Ear and hearing screening outcomes in Special Olympics athletes 
with ID: Europe Eurasia - Global (MW)

o Inventory of healthcare and stumbling points in healhtcare for people 
with ID and hearing loss (MW)

o Audiological assessment + Audiological rehabilitation + Access to 
audiology services for adults with ID (SB/BSA)

o Services for individuals with cognitive needs development toolkit 
(SB)

o Access to audiology services in Sweden (EA)
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